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General Marking Guidance 

  
  

•                     All candidates must receive the same treatment.  Examiners 

must mark the first candidate in exactly the same way as they mark the 
last. 

•            Mark schemes should be applied positively. Candidates must be 

rewarded for what they have shown they can do rather than penalised 

for omissions. 

•                     Examiners should mark according to the mark scheme not 

according to their perception of where the grade boundaries may lie. 

•                     There is no ceiling on achievement. All marks on the mark 

scheme should be used appropriately. 

•            All the marks on the mark scheme are designed to be awarded. 

Examiners should always award full marks if deserved, i.e. if the answer 
matches the mark scheme.  Examiners should also be prepared to award 

zero marks if the candidate’s response is not worthy of credit according 
to the mark scheme. 

•             Where some judgement is required, mark schemes will provide the 

principles by which marks will be awarded and exemplification may be 
limited. 

•                     When examiners are in doubt regarding the application of the 

mark scheme to a candidate’s response, the team leader must be 

consulted. 

•                     Crossed out work should be marked UNLESS the candidate has 

replaced it with an alternative response. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B 

 
Candidate responses 
 

• For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full sentences. If 

appropriate, they may respond using single words or phrases. 

• There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in spelling 

and grammar will be tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 

communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark answer, the 

candidate’s first response is taken for assessment, even if this response is incorrect but the 

correct information follows as a further element. Where 2 marks are available, award the 

individual marks discretely but apply the order of elements rule. 

• Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 

 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the 

mark scheme 
 

• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in between the 

alternative responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 

• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers and ‘OR’ for 

possible answers. 

• Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What did he 

study? A: (He studied) Maths. 

• Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 

• All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the information 

required indicated in brackets. 

• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme 
 
 
Section A 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: B  

1(a) C (1) 

1(b) D (1) 

1(c) F (1) 

1(d) L (1) 

1(e) K (1) 

1(f) G (1) 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Faria  

2(a) Nayeem (1) Rashed (1) (2) 

2(b) Nayeem  (1) 

2(c) Nayeem (1) 

2(d) Faria  (1) 

2(e) Rashed (1) 

2(f) Faria (1) Rashed (1) (2) 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

3(a) ঢাকার উৎতের / ঢাকার গাজীপুের /  
গাজীপুের  

রাজধানী ঢাকা শহের  (1) 

3(b) ৪০ িকেলািমটার   চি�শ মাইল 

 

(1) 

3(c) গাজী পিরবার                  (1)  

AND 

রাজ পিরবার            (1) 

 

 

জিমদার পিরবার 

সরকার (2) 

3(d) ৬৪ �জািতর �াণী        (1) 

AND  

২২১ �জািতর উি�দ      (1) 

জীবজ� / পশপাখী  
 
গাছপালা 

শধু হিরণ / েপাকামাকড় 

শধু শালগাছ /ফুেলর গাছ  

(2) 

3(e) ( আনু�ািনকভােব) �ীকৃিত পায়  সরকােরর স�িত পায় 

 

অ�ীকৃিত  (1) 

3(f) বনেভাজেনর জায়গা / অিতিথশালা (1)  

 AND  
 কৃি�ম েলইেক জল�ীড়া েনৗিবহার (1) 

িপকিনেকর বয্ব�া / 
 েগ�হাউস  
 েনৗকা �মণ /  
পািনেত েখলাধুলা 
 

েখলাধুলার বয্ব�া   
েরলগািড়েত �মণ 

শধু কৃি�ম েলইক / ৈনসিগর্ক 
দৃশয্   

(2) 

3(g) িশ�া �েজ�                            (1)  

 AND  
গেবষণার কােজ                  (1) 

েলখাপড়ার কােজ 

িরসাচর্   
 

চাকরী  
�িশ�ণ 

 

(2) 

3(h) �েবশ মূলয্   
 

েভতের েঢাকার/ 
যাওয়ার  িটিকট 

 

েবর হওয়ার িটিকট  (1) 

 



Q4 Mark Scheme - Bengali 
 

Question  
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i) 

 
�থমবার মােক েছেড় একা 
থাকা          (1) 

+ 

(উপযু� িশ�ালােভর জনয্) 
আবািসক �ুেল ভিতর্  
করােনার জনয্ বাবা-মােয়র 
িস�াে� 

                (1) 

মােয়র অভাব/ মােক কােছ 
না পাওয়া 
 

েবািডর্ ং �ুেল থাকা ও 
েলখাপড়া করা /�ুলটা 
অেনক দূের িছেলা           

 
 

সুখ�ৃিত  
 
 

অেনয্র বািড়েত থাকা    
 

 

অনয্ শহের েলখাপড়া করা  

(2) 

4(a)(ii) 

 
েযেকােনা দুিটঃ 

নরম �ভােবর    (1)         

OR 

হািসখুিশর েলাক (1) 

OR 

ভ�              (1) 

ন� / েকামল �কৃিতর / 
িবনয়ী  
 

রাগী / েমজাজী  

 
 
 

 

(2) 

 

4(a)(iii) 
েযেকােনা িতনিটঃ 

বেড়া ভাই একই �ুেল  
পড়েল েছােটা ভাইও 
েসখােন পড়েত পারেতা   
(1) 

OR 
ভিতর্ র জনয্ িলিখত পরী�া 
িদেত হেতা না  
              (1) 

OR 
েমৗিখক পরী�া িদেত 

 হেতা     (1) 

OR 
অিভভাবকরা পরী�ার 

সময় সােথ থাকেতন (1) 

 

বেড়া ভাইেয়র কারেণ 

েছােটা ভাইও একই �ুেল 
ভিতর্  হেতা   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

মুেখ মুেখ �ে�র জবাব িদেত 
হেতা  
 

 

 

বাবা-মা ভিতর্  পরী�ার 
সময় সােথ বেস 
থাকেতন  

একই �ুেল দুই ভাই ভিতর্  
হেত পারেতা না   
 

 

 

 

 

িলিখত পরী�া হেতা  
 

 

েমৗিখক পরী�া হেতা না 

 
 
বাবা-মােকও পরী�া িদেত 
হেতা  

(3) 

4(a)(iv)  েভৗিতক গ� পড়া ভেয়র গ� পড়া   ভয় েদখােনা  (1) 

 



4(a)(v) েযেকােনা দুিটঃ 

তাঁর ি�য় েলখেকর েলখা 
িসেনমা েদেখ (1) 
OR 
�ুল চলাকালীন দুপুেরর 
‘েশা’ েদেখ (1) 
OR 
�ুল পািলেয় ব�ুেদর সােথ 
‘েশা’ েদেখ (1) 
 

 
এয্ােলন েপা’র এক নামকরা 
িফ� েদেখ  
 

 
�াশ বাদ িদেয় ময্ািটিন 
‘েশা’ েদেখ  
 

 

  
ি�য় নায়েকর িসেনমা েদেখ/ 
মারামাির কের 

 

 

 

(2) 

 

                                

Total marks for Q4a = 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

                                                                                              

                                                                                                           Total marks for Q4b = 4

Question 
number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) 

 

 

 

 

বাবা-মােয়রা েছেলেমেয়েদর সােথ 

সময় কাটােত পােরন না /  বাবা- 
মােয়রা তাঁেদর সাি�ধয্ েথেক 
েছেলেমেয়েদর বি�ত কেরন /দূের রােখন 

AND 

স�ানেদর েলখাপড়ায় বাবা-মােয়রা 
দৃি� েদন না / েখয়াল কেরন না    
 

 

    

েছেলেমেয়েদর জনয্  বাবা-
মােয়রা েবিশ সময়  িদেত 

পােরন না  
 

 
 
েছেলেমেয়েদর  
েলখাপড়া/�ুেলর অ�গিত 

িনেয় িশ�কেদর সােথ 
আেলাচনা কেরন না  
 
 

বাবা-মােয়রা সবসময় 
েছেলেমেয়েদর সােথ 
থােকন 

 

 

 
েছেলেমেয়েদর 

েলখাপড়ায় বাবা-মা 
সবসময় সাহাযয্ 
কেরন 

(2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4(b)(ii) বাবা-মা দুজেনই চাকরী করেল সংসাের 
আিথর্ক স�লতা আেস /  েছেলেমেয়েদর 
�েয়াজন েমটােনা যায় /ভােলা �ুেল  
েছেলেমেয়েদর ভিতর্  করােনা যায় / 
ভােলাভােব থাকা যায়                              
(1) 
 
 
 
AND 
 

বাবা-মােয়র সাি�ধয্ / ভােলাবাসা  
েছেলেমেয়েদর জনয্ সফলতা বেয় আেন 
(1) 

 

 

টাকাপয়সার স�লতা থাকেল 
বাবা-মােয়রা েছেলেমেয়েদর 
চািহদা েমটােত পােরন  
 

 
 

 
বাবা-মােয়র স� ছাড়া তারা 
জীবেন সফল/অ�সর হেত 
পারেব/ তারা �ুল পালােব না    
 

 
িবলাসবহুল জীবন 
স�ানেদর কাময্   
 

 

 

 

 

 
শধু অথর্বেলই মানুষ 
সফল হেত পাের  

 (2) 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Section B 

 

General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes 

 

Step 1 Decide on a band 

 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which descriptors 

most closely match the answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for each band indicate 

the different features that will be seen in the student’s answer for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus 

disproportionately on small and specific parts of the answer where the student has not 

performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers different aspects of different bands of 

the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the level and then use the 

variability of the response to help decide the mark within the level. For example, if the response 

is predominantly in band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in 

band 4–7 but be awarded a mark near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 

• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will award a mark 

towards the top or bottom of that band depending on how students have evidenced each of the 

descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and 

assure yourself that the band and the mark are appropriate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Assessment Criteria 

 

Question 5 (14 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 

given in two mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate and students 

will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count. All work 

produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is occasionally successful 

• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of 

appropriate register and style 

3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 

ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of 

appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly 

appropriate use of register and style 

 

Additional guidance  

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose of the task 

and, where appropriate, the target audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,limited success 

in referring to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 

• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success 

in referring to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in 

referring to past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 
 
 
 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency  structures. 

 

Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example consistent 

mismatching of subject, predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice of vocabulary; use of 

spoken language; wrong tense; and spelling errors that change the meaning. For instance, 

মাতা (mother) and কালা (black) should be considered acceptable but মাতা  (head) and কালা (deaf) 

should not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 

• mother-tongue interference. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 

  



Question 6 (26 marks) 

 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark grids: 

 

• communication and content 

• linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 

This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all 

three bullet points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements 

of the communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, 

students must refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top 

band. 

 

The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 

approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 

recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 6: communication and content mark grid 
 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 

straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of 

common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key 

points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts 

and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples 

of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points 

and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon 

language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key 

points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and 

ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide 

variety of language is used 

 

Additional guidance 

 

Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. 

Goes beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 

Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the 

purpose of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience.  



Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures; 

occasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur 

that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 

complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of 

communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 

complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors rarely hinder clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 

• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the 

communication 

 
 
Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 

Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 
 
 

  



Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the top 

band. The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 

coherence. 

 

Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun where there is no 

confusion as to whom the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement of words that does not hinder 

clarity; occasional use of spoken language that does not affect the meaning; incomplete 

sentences that convey the intended message.  

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in coherent 

writing. 

 

Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is eventually 

understood)/errors that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the writing. 

 

NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 
 
 
 

  



Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 

 

Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 

drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would 

lead to ambiguity. 

 

Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be 

considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 

Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 

understood the text in its original language. 
 
 

Question 

number 

Text Correct answer Acceptable 

answers 

Reject Mark 

7 Amongst the countries 
in South Asia  

দি�ণ এিশয়ার েদশগিলর 
মেধয্ 

দি�ণ এিশয়ার 

েদশসমূেহ 

বাংলােদশ (1) 

 Bangladesh is one of 
the few countries 

বাংলােদশ একিট েদশ।  এরকম এক েদশ  অনয্তম/একমা� েদশ (1) 

 where female 
employment 

েযখােন মিহলােদর 
কমর্সং�ান / িনেয়াগ  

নারীেদর কােজর 
বয্ব�া  

পুরুষেদর (1) 

has increased in the 
last decade. 

গত দশেক বৃি� েপেয়েছ। েবেড়েছ  শত বছের কেমেছ (1) 

between 2003 and 
2016, 

২০০৩ েথেক ২০১৬ সােলর 
মেধয্ 

দুই হাজার িতন 
েথেক দুই হাজার 
েষােলা সােলর 
েভতের   

শধুy ২০০৩  
 অথবা   
শধুy ২০১৬  

(1) 

The female 
employment 

কমর্সং�ােনর হার  নারীেদর কােজর 
সং�ান 

পুরুষেদর (1) 

has increased by10%  
 

১০% েবেড়েছ। দশ শতাংশ/ভাগ 

বৃি� েপেয়েছ। 
১০০% েবেড়েছ। (1) 

While acknowledging 
Bangladesh's 
achievements,  

বাংলােদেশর অজর্ নেক �ীকার 
করেলও  

সাফলয্ অবনিত (1) 

in the workplace.   কমর্ে�ে�  কােজর জায়গায় 

 

 িশ�াে�ে� (1) 

women are still in the 

minority 

এখনও মিহলারা সংখয্ালঘু 
রেয় েগেছ 

নারীেদর /  
েমেয়েদর সংখয্া 
কম 

পুরুষেদর সংখয্া  
েবিশ 

  (1) 
 

As they represent only 

36% of the workforce 

কারণ তারা �মশি�র মা� 
৩৬% �িতিনিধ� কের।   

তারা ওয়াকর্ েফােসর্র 
/ শধু ৩৬ শতাংশ/ 
ভাগ উপ�াপন 
কের   

ওয়াকর্ েফােসর্র  

অিধকাংশ 

(1) 

 to access jobs in all 

sectors      

সবে�ে� চাকিরলােভ  

     

সব ধরেনর কাজ 
পাওয়ার জনয্   

েকােনা েকােনা  
ে�ে�/জায়গায়  

(1) 

women have equality 

of opportunity  

মিহলােদর সুেযােগর সমতা 
রেয়েছ িকনা 

 নারীেদর অিধকােরর 
সমতা র�া   

বয়সীেদর  
 

(1) 



to ensure that তা িনি�ত করার জনয্ বজায় রাখার জনয্  অিনি�ত (1) 

 in employment laws 

and policies 
 

কমর্সং�ান আইন ও 
নীিতমালায়  

িনেয়াগ আইন ও 
পিলিস 

বরখাে�র আইন  (1) 

There is a need for a 

change 

পিরবতর্ ন �েয়াজন।  বদলােনার দরকার/ 
�েয়াজন  

আইন বদলােব না 
 

 

(1) 

between men and 
women  

মিহলা এবং পুরুষেদর মেধয্ নারী ও পুরুেষর  
মােঝ / েছেল ও  
েমেয়র মেধয্  
  

বুড়াবুিড়েদর মেধয্  (1) 

 Reducing the wage 
gap  

মজুিরর বয্বধান/েবতন ৈবষময্ 
কমােল   

মজুিরর ফাঁক/ 
তারতময্/ বয্বধান 
কিমেয়   

েবিশ েবতন  (1) 

create better 
equality. 

তা অেপ�াকৃত উ�ত সমতা 
ৈতির করেতও  

আরও ভােলা / 
সমতা সৃি�  
করেতও  

ৈবষময্   (1) 

would help. 
 

সহায়তা/সাহাযয্ করেব। সহায়ক হেব  কােজ লাগেব না  
 

(1) 
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Paper 1 marking principles for Sections A and B Candidate 

responses 

 For open-response questions, the candidate does not have to write in full sentences. If appropriate, they 

may respond using single words or phrases. 
 There are no marks for quality of language in this paper, so errors and omissions in spelling and grammar will be 

tolerated as long as they do not interfere with 
communication. 

• Consider only as many elements as there are marks, for example for a 1-mark answer, the candidate’s first 

response is taken for assessment, even if this response is incorrect but the correct information follows as a 

further element. Where 2 marks are available, award the individual marks discretely but apply the order of 

elements rule. 
 Written responses in the wrong language cannot be awarded a mark. 

 
Guidance to examiners on understanding and applying the mark scheme 

 

• Alternative ways of giving the same answer are indicated with a slash (/) in between the alternative 

responses, for example: It’s cheap/affordable. 
• Where appropriate, responses are separated with ‘AND’ for compulsory answers and ‘OR’ for 

possible answers. 

 Any parts of an answer that are not essential are bracketed, for example: Q: What did he study? A: (He studied) 

Maths. 
 Candidates are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed, and these should be considered as 

acceptable if they convey the correct answer. 
 All possible answers have the correct amount of marks appropriate for the information required indicated 

in brackets. 
• Suggested incorrect answers are indicated in the ‘Reject’ column. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Paper 1: Reading, Writing and Translation mark scheme Section 

A 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 

number 

Answer Mark 

Example: Faria  

2(a) Nayeem (1) Rashed (1) (2) 

2(b) Nayeem (1) 

2(c) Nayeen (1) 

2(d) Faria (1) 

2(e) Rashed (1) 

2(f) Faria (1) Rashed (1) (2) 
 

 

 

Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

3(a) In Gazipur  In Dhaka city (1) 

 

3(b) To the north  Nearby (1) 

 

3(c) Gazi family (1) 

AND 

Royal family 

 

Zamindar family 

Government (2) 

3(d) Sal tree (1) 

AND 

Animal (1) 

Sal forest 

 

Beast 

Plant 

 

Bird 

(2) 

3(e) Is recognised (officially) Is approved by the 

government 

Disapproval (1) 

3(f) Of the guesthouse (1) 

AND 

Trip on a boat (1) 

Guesthouse  

 

Riding/journey by a boat 

Games facilities 

 

Journey by a train 

(2) 

3(g) Education (1) 

AND 

For research purposes (1) 

Studies 

 

Research  

Job 

 

Training 

(2) 

3(h) Government Government  Employee (1) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Question 

number 
Answer Mark 

 Example:   B   

1(a) C (1) 

1(b) D (1) 

1(c) F (1) 

1(d) L (1) 

1(e) K (1) 

1(f) G (1) 

 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(a)(i) The following two: 

Staying without the mother for 

the first time (1) 

+ 

in order to implement the 

parents’ decision to admit to a 

boarding school (for appropriate 

education) (1) 

Not having the mother 

around 

 

Staying in a boarding 

school and studying 

Happy memories 

Celebration 

 

Staying over at 

someone else’s house 

 

Studying in another 

city 

(2) 

4(a)(ii) Any two from the following: 

Of soft nature (1) 

OR 

A cheerful person (1) 

OR 

Polite (1) 

Courteous/of gentle 

nature/polite/humble 

Angry/short-

tempered 

(2) 

4(a)(iii) The following three: 

Admission would have been 

possible if the siblings were 

studying in the same school (1) 

OR 

No written admission test would 

have been required (1) 

OR 

An verbal exam would have been 

required (1) 

If an older sibling were 

studying in the school, the 

admission would have 

been easier. 

 

Admission would have 

been possible even 

without an admission test. 

 

The questions will need to 

be answered in front of 

the teacher. 

Admission would 

have been rejected in 

the case of too many 

siblings 

 

Writing an essay 

would have been 

required 

 

Answers would need 

to be provided upon 

reading the 

questions. 

(3) 

4(a)(iv) Reading stories of renowned 

authors/horror stories (1) 

Would read horror stories 

written by favourite 

authors 

Would read popular 

poems 

(1) 

4(a)(v) The following two: 

Watched cinema after skipping 

afternoon classes (1) 

AND 

Skipped school 

Would go to watch 

movies made out of books 

of the favourites authors, 

during school hours 

 

Watched matinee show  

Was involved in a 

fight 

(2) 

 
 
 
 

Total marks for Q4a = 10 



Question 

number 

Answer Accept Reject Mark 

4(b)(i) Touched their heart (1) 

OR 

Empathetic (1) 

AND 

(when parents fail to give their 

children time) they become 

frustrated/skip school/do not 

progress in education/are 

deprived of intimacy with parents 

Is upset 

 

Is said/cannot succeed in 

life 

Did not like 

 

Is happy 

(2) 

4(b)(ii) When both parents work, 

Financial solvency comes / it is 

possible to meet the children’ s 

needs/it is possible to admit the 

children to good schools 

 

AND 

 

parents' love/care brings success 

for the children/ensures 

attention/progress in studies.   

Parents are able to fulfil 

their children’s needs if 

there is financial 

solvency. 

 

They would not skip 

school/would be able to 

fulfil their wishes with the 

parents (1) 

The children expect a 

luxurious life. 

 

Only financial 

strength can make a 

person succeed. 

(2) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

   



Section B 

 
General guidance on using levels-based mark schemes Step 1 Decide on 

a band 

• Examiners should first of all consider the answer as a whole and then decide which descriptors most closely match the 

answer and place it in that band. The descriptors for each band indicate the different features that will be seen in the 

student’s answer for that band. 

• When assigning a level you should look at the overall quality of the answer and not focus disproportionately on small 

and specific parts of the answer where the student has not performed quite as well as the rest. If the answer covers 

different aspects of different bands of the mark scheme, you should use a ‘best fit’ approach for defining the level and 

then use the variability of the response to help decide the mark within the level. For example, if the response is 

predominantly in band 4–7 with a small amount of band 8–10 material, it would be placed in band 4–7 but be awarded 

a mark near the top of the band because of the band 8–10 content. 

 

Step 2 Decide on a mark 

 
• Once you have decided on a band, you will then need to decide on a mark within the band. 

• You will decide on the mark to award based on the quality of the answer; you will award a mark towards the top or 

bottom of that band depending on how students have evidenced each of the descriptor bullet points. 

• You will modify the mark based on how securely the trait descriptors are met in that band. 

• You will need to go back through the answer as you apply the mark scheme to clarify points and assure yourself that the 

band and the mark are appropriate. 



Assessment Criteria 

Question 5 (14 marks) 

For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria 
given in two mark grids: 

 

 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
The student is expected to produce 80 words for this task. The number of words is approximate and students will 
not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than recommended in the word count. All work produced by the 
student must be marked. 

 

Question 5: communication and content mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Limited ability to use language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is occasionally successful 

• Repetitive use of a limited selection of common words and phrases; limited use of 

appropriate register and style 

3-5 • Some successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and 

ideas; communication of relevant information is sometimes successful 

• Some successful but repetitive use of common, familiar vocabulary; some use of 

appropriate register and style 

6-7 • Successful use of language to narrate and describe people, events and ideas; 

communication of information is often successful 

• A range of familiar and less common vocabulary and expression is evident; mostly 

appropriate use of register and style 

 
Additional guidance 

 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose of the task and, 
where appropriate, the target audience. 



Question 5: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-2 • Produces individual words and set phrases 

• Limited accuracy in use of straightforward grammatical structures,limited success 

in referring to past, present and future events; regular errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

3-5 • Produces simple, short sentences, which are sometimes linked 

• Some accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, occasional success 

in referring to past, present and future events; sometimes errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

6-7 • Produces some more complex sentences with some appropriate linking 

• Mostly accurate use of straightforward grammatical structures, some success in 

referring to past, present and future events; occasionally errors prevent meaning 

being conveyed 

 
 

Additional guidance 

 
Complex language is considered to be: 

• varied and complex word order 

• extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 

• conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

• repetitive, simple word order 

• short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 

 
Errors: The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on 
coherence. 

 
Errors that prevent meaning being conveyed: 

• errors that mean the reader cannot understand the message, for example consistent mismatching of subject, 

predicate and parts of speech; incorrect choice of vocabulary; use of spoken language; wrong tense; and 

spelling errors that change the meaning. For instance, 

মাতা (mother) and কালা (black) should be considered acceptable but মাতা (head) and কালা (deaf) should 

not 

• errors that convey the wrong message 

• mother-tongue interference. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 



Question 6 (26 marks) 

 
For this question, students’ work is marked by Pearson using assessment criteria given in two mark grids: 

 
 communication and content 
 linguistic knowledge and accuracy. 

 
This question contains three bullet points that form part of the task. Failure to cover all three bullet 
points will impact on the marks that can be awarded against the requirements of the 
communication and content mark grid. In order to access marks in the top band, students must 
refer to all bullet points and meet the other assessment criteria in the top band. 

 
The student is expected to produce 140 words for this task. The number of words is 
approximate and students will not be penalised for writing more or fewer words than 
recommended in the word count. All work produced by the student must be marked. 

 

Question 6: communication and content mark grid 
 

Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Communicates brief information relevant to the task with little development 

• Occasional adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; 

straightforward thoughts and ideas are expressed with occasional success 

• Variable use of appropriate vocabulary, register and style; repetitive use of 

common, familiar language 

4-7 • Communicates information relevant to the task with some development of key 

points and ideas 

• Some effective adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts 

and ideas are expressed with some success 

• Some appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some different examples 

of common familiar language 

8-10 • Communicates information relevant to the task with development of key points 

and ideas 

• Effective and sometimes creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or 

persuade; thoughts and ideas are expressed successfully 

• Appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style; some examples of uncommon 

language 

11-13 • Communicates information relevant to the task with consistent expansion of key 

points and ideas 

• Creative adaptation of language to explain or interest or persuade; thoughts and 

ideas are expressed with flair 

• Consistently appropriate use of vocabulary, register and style throughout; a wide 

variety of language is used 

 
Additional guidance 

 

Creative language use – using language in a way designed to create effect and interest. Goes 
beyond the standard or predictable response. 

 
Register and style definition – language used is at a suitable level of formality for the purpose 
of the task and, where appropriate, the target audience. 



Question 6: linguistic knowledge and accuracy mark grid 

 
Mark Descriptor 

0 • No rewardable material 

1-3 • Uses mainly straightforward grammatical structures 

• Occasional sequences of fluent writing, with occasional extended, linked sentences 

• Occasionally accurate straightforward language and grammatical structures; 

occasionally successful references to past, present and future events; errors occur 

that sometimes hinder clarity of communication 

4-7 • Some variation of grammatical structures, including some repetitive instances of 

complex language 

• Prolonged sequences of fluent writing, with some extended, well-linked sentences 

• Generally accurate language and structures; some successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors occur that occasionally hinder clarity of 

communication 

8-10 • Uses a variety of grammatical structures including some different examples of 

complex language 

• Mostly fluent response, with frequent extended sentences, mostly well linked 

• Mostly accurate language and structures; mostly successful references to past, 

present and future events; errors rarely hinder clarity of communication 

11-13 • Uses a wide variety of grammatical structures, including complex language 

• Fluent response throughout with extended, well-linked sentences 

• Consistently accurate language and structures; consistently successful references 

to past, present and future events; few or no errors that hinder the clarity of the 

communication 

 
 

Additional guidance 

 

Complex language is considered to be: 

 varied and complex word order 
 extended sentences that include a range of structures that help to justify ideas 
 conceptually more challenging language. 

 
Straightforward grammatical structures are considered to be: 

 repetitive, simple word order 
 short, simple sentences that use a repetitive range of common, high-frequency structures. 



Errors: students are not expected to produce perfect, error-free writing in order to access the top band. 
The mark grid describes the frequency of errors and the impact that errors have on coherence. 

 
Errors that do not hinder clarity: 

 

• errors that do not affect the meaning, for example incorrect use of a pronoun where there is no confusion as to whom 

the pronoun refers; incorrect arrangement of words that does not hinder clarity; occasional use of spoken language 

that does not affect the meaning; incomplete sentences that convey the intended message. 

• infrequent errors that do not distract the reader from the content and which result in coherent writing. 

 
Errors that hinder clarity: 

• errors that make writing difficult to understand immediately (even if the meaning is eventually understood)/errors 

that force readers to re-read in order to understand what is meant 

• frequent errors hinder clarity as they will distract the reader from the content of the writing. 

 
NB: these are examples only and do not constitute a finite list. 



Paper 1 Marking Principles for Section C 

 
Mis-spelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, e.g. drought misspelled as 
drowght would be acceptable but misspelled as draught would be unacceptable as this would lead 
to ambiguity. 

 
Students are likely to write variants on the acceptable answers listed and these should be considered 
as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning. 

 
Translation is successful if a Bangla speaker would understand the translation without having 
understood the text in its original language. 

 



 

Question 

number 

Text Correct answer Acceptable answers Reject Mark 

7 Amongst the 

countries in 

South Asia 

Amongst the 

countries in South 

Asia 

In countries Asia (1) 

 

 

Bangladesh is 

one of the few 

countries 

Bangladesh is a 

country 

Such a country One of the 

countries 

(1) 

where female 

employment 

Where employment 

for women 

Work opportunities for 

women 

Of men (1) 

has increased in 

the last decade. 

Has increased in the 

last decade. 

Have increased. Has decreased in 

the last century. 

(1) 

between 2003 

and 2016, 

Between 2003 and 

2016 

Between two thousand 

and three and twenty 

sixteen 

Only 2003 or only 

2016 

(1) 

The female 

employment 

Employment for 

women 

Work opportunities for 

women 

Of men (1) 

has increased by 

10% 

Has increased by 

10% 

Has increased by ten 

percent 

 (1) 

While 

acknowledging 

Bangladesh's 

achievements, 

Even if Bangladesh’s 

achievements are 

acknowledged 

Success Decline (1) 

women there 

still in the 

minority 

Women are still a 

minority there. 

The number of 

women/girls is low 

The number of 

men is high  

(1) 

in the workplace In the workplace In workplaces In education (1) 

As they 

represent only 

36% of the 

workforce 

Because they 

represent only 36% 

of the 

workforce/manpower

. 

They only represent 36 

percent of the 

workforce. 

Majority of the 

workforce 

(1) 

to access jobs in 

all sectors 

In obtaining jobs in 

all sectors 

In acquiring jobs Greater (1) 

women have 

equal 

opportunities 

Equal opportunities 

for women 

Protection of equal 

opportunities for 

women 

Of boys and 

girls/children 

(1) 

to ensure that To ensure To sustain Uncertain (1) 

in the 

employment 

laws and the 

policies 

In the employment 

laws and legislations 

  (1) 

There is a need 

for a change 

Changes are 

required. 

Changes are necessary Laws would not 

change 

(1) 

between men 

and women 

Between women and 

men 

Between women and 

men 

Between boys and 

girls 

(1) 

Reducing the 

pay gap 

Reducing the wage 

discrimination 

By reducing 

gaps/discrimination/dif

ferences in wages 

Higher wages (1) 

creating better 

equality. 

In creating relative 

equality 

In ensuring 

better/greater equality 

Uncertainty (1) 

will also help. will help It will be helpful. Will not be 

useful. 

(1) 
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